CANADA, AN AMERICAN COUNTRY   269

pation of Canadians in the terrible combats which took
place on the land, the sea, and the air was equally
spectacular. Up to the 3Oth of September, 1945,
Canada, whose population was not greatly in excess of
12,000,000, had mobilized more than a million men and
women.11 Of this million the army accounted for more
than 700,000 of whom 300,000 fought on the battle-
fields of Europe, from the beaches of Normandy to the
plains of Germany, in Italy, in the Balkans, and at
Hong Kong. An additional 240,000 served in the air
force after training in the Empire Air Training Scheme,
a scheme which made Canada, in President Franklin
D. Roosevelt's words, "the aerodrome of democracy";
while 100,000 served in the navy, on all the oceans,
assuring, amongst other things, protection for convoys
on the North Atlantic run. If the number of dead has
not exceeded 42,000, it remains none the less true that
Canada did its share, its very large share, to liberate

11 At first on a voluntary basis, military service speedily came
under the National Resources Mobilization Act, published on 21st
June, 1940. From this date on, all bachelors and widowers without
children, from 21 to 24 years of age, were called for service. The
Act foresaw the possibility of sending conscripts for military service
beyond Canada's territorial limits. The principle of using only
volunteers for overseas service continued, however, to be respected.
On many different occasions the federal government had formally
undertaken not to impose conscription for military service outside
Canada. Under pressure of events the government wished to be
released from this promise by the Canadian people. A plebiscite
was accordingly held on the 2yth April, 1942 which gave to the
government freedom of action. The age limit for recruits was, by
proclamation, raised first to thirty, later to forty years of age. The
enlistment of volunteers for service outside of Canada was con-
tinued, but about 16,000 conscripts were in 1945 finally sent